Large calcified right atrial myxoma in a newborn Rare cause of neonatal death SINDA B DIANZUMBA, GURENDRA CHAR From the Departments ofMedicine (Cardiology) and Pathology, University Hospital of the West Indies, Kingston, J7amaica SUMMARY A newborn baby girl presented at birth with severe cyanosis, congestive cardiac failure, and an ischaemic leg ulcer, and died within 10 hours of birth. Necropsy disclosed a large haemorrhagic, calcified right atrial myxoma obstructing the tricuspid valve.
Right atrial myxoma is a rare cause of heart failure in infancy and childhood. 1-4 Since its clinical diagnosis is elusive in this age group,4 it is usually not suspected in the differential diagnosis of cyanotic neonates with congestive cardiac failure. The implications, however, of making the diagnosis of this potentially curable tumour during life are obvious. We report a newborn baby with a calcified right atrial myxoma simulating cyanotic congenital heart disease. (Fig. 1) , completely obstructing the tricuspid valve orifice. Its surface was haemorrhagic and ulcerated. The cut sections of the tumour showed multiple areas of haemorrhages and calcification. Histology and special stains confirmed the tumour to be a myxoma (Fig. 2 ). There was a moderate amount of ascitic fluid in the abdomen and Thus, the unusual features of this case are the age of the baby, the right atrial location of the myxoma, calcification of the myxoma in utero, the large size of the tumour with obstructive signs presenting as severe cyanotic congenital heart disease at birth, probable paradoxical systemic embolisation present at birth, and an apparent extremely rapid growth of the myxoma in utero.
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